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To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time
The poem To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time was written by Robert Herrick. The narrator of the poem is appealing to the virgins to make use of the present time, which is their youthful time, and this depicts the Carpe Diem theme. Carpe Diem theme is about seizing the day and taking advantage of the present time. The title of the poem "To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time" itself is a replica of the Carpe Diem theme because it encourages virgins to maximize on the present time. The narrator states that "And this same that smiles today/ Tomorrow will be dying" (Jessor & Richard 473, Lines 3 & 4). In this case, the narrator demonstrates the Carpe Diem by encouraging virgins to enjoy themselves while they are still young. The flowers, in this case, demonstrate the youthful life, and the narrator is urging the virgins to take advantage of their youthful life before they get old. The poem connects to the Dead Poets Society film in that both are advocating for utilizing the present opportunities; some opportunities may present them once.
One poetic device that is used in the poem is personification. Personification is the act of giving human quality to non-living things. One example from the poem where personification is used is "And this same that smiles today, / Tomorrow will be dying" (Herrick 211 Lines 3 & 4). Another poetic device is the use of rhyming words. For instance, "the glorious lamb of heaven, the sun/ The higher he's getting,/ The sooner will his race be run,/ And nearer he is to the setting" (Herrick 211 Lines 5,6,7 & 8). In this context, the poem connects to the Carpe Diem theme. However, the Carpe Diem theme in this poem may be a personal choice of the individual because the virgins may view their status as self-dignity, thus disagreeing with the poem.
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